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Heber Tabernacle Gets 


New Culture Function 


By George Dibble 

The red sandstones of the 
Heber Stake Tabernacle 
seemed to glow vi 
warmed by the TREE 
affection of a 
generation 
that has not į 
forgotten. A 

The rich tex- 
tural charm of 
the walls and 
tower was for- 
mulated in the 


re 


clean strokes 
of the crafts- si 
man’s tool Mr Dibble 


three quarters of a cen 

ago. The long windows, oa 
arched, repeat the firm verti- 
cal lines of the buttresses that 
Jead to the neatly shuttered 
cupola above the blue-green 
valley floor. Classic lines 
born of pioneer sacrifice and 
devotion shun the weakness of 
affectation and pretense. In 
this monument to purpose, im- 
agination, devotion and Skill 
the builders enshrined their 
pee hopes and dreams in a 

acle thes i 
hee ceaededicated to 


Refreshing. Simplicity 


Inside, the same refri } 

simplicity prevails. sed 
ly contemporary, the appoint- 
ments, through sheer econo- 
my, effect simple utilitarian 
values The windows, lighter 
by contrast, from within the 
framing walls invite nostalgia. 
They recall a similar struc- 
ture set in an abundant coun- 
eea small boy who 
au ee en the sermons 


forced the settlers to built a 


brittle glass found som 
ental kinship in the ae oe 
le organ. Then there was a 
pleasant smell of assuaged 
autoan freshly washed 
aed at would eventually 
a oies t ador to the 
aap aw a and cool brisk 


Beauty Acclaimed 


But sentiment shoul 
its place with se Aer 
echoes of the past. The dis- 
tinctive beauty of the Heber 
Tabernacle has been ac- 
claimed by a community that 
will devote the resources ti 
eat center 

he traveler who paus 

a moment at the eee 
square may learn from a 
plaque erected by the Daugh- 
is of the Utah Pioneers that 
me community was founded in 
x 59-60 by 18 families called b 

righam Young. Indian raids 


fort. 
A short distance 

is from 
square, Chief Tabby E 


members of his tribe effec 
a treaty at the home of Bishoo 
eah S. Murdock August 20, 
ale i The Tabernacle was 
$ np leted twenty years later 
ae community that has con- 
ibuted distinguished citizens 
to all walks of lif 


The “Alps of America” 


County Hopping in... 


UTAH AND WASATCH COUNTIES | 


n applied to this beaut 


is a name ofte 


Utah. An apt name it is, 
tacular mountains in the natio. 
blue lakes. 
UTAH COUNTY 
AREA — 1,998 square miles (land area) 


POPULATION 1960 — 106,991 
MAIN CITIES AND TOWNS (1960 populations) 
Spanish Fork 6,472 


Provo 36,047 
Orem 18394 American 
Springville 7,913 Fork 6373 

1 manufacturing and relate 


ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES — Stec! 


industries, trade, higher education, agriculture, ivestod 


AMERICAN FORKS 
PLEASANT GROVE Ja 
OREN 


W 
UTAH LAKE 


TOPOGRAPHY — Parts of three physiographic provinces: 
Great Basin (Utah Valley), Rocky Mountains (Wasatch 
Range), and Colorado Plateau (Wasatch Plateau). 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND — Created 1850 by State of 
Deseret, Named for Ute Indians. Provo settled 1849. 
POINTS OF INTEREST AND ACTIVITIES — 
Camp Floyd State Park (Old Stagecoach Inn, military 
cemetery, commissary) 
Utah Lake — boating, fishim, 
Springville High School Art Gallery 
Timpanogos Cave National Monument iy 
Brigham Young University — largest university in state 
Goneva Steel Works 
Sky Ride — acrial tramwa 
‘Mountain Drives (Alpine, 
Hobble Creek, etc.) 
SOURCES FOR FURTHER INFORMATION — 
‘Chambers of Commerce in Provo, American 
Springville, Spanish Fork, Payson 


Uinta National Forest, Provo ` 
Timpanogos Cave National Monument, American Fork 


series published through the coop 
hed by the Utah Tourist and Publici 


y in Provo Canyon 
Nebo, Squaw Peak, 


Fork. Ore» 


County Hopping 
Materials furnis 


for these counties embrac 
n — monarch peaks th 


eration of the Utah 
ity Council, Council 


m3 


iful heartland of northern ee 
some of the most ruggedly specr Mi 
at look down on green valleys anı pe 


WASATCH COUNTY 
AREA — 1,194 square miles | 


POPULATION 1960 — 5,308 | 
MAIN CITIES AND TOWNS (1960, poptilations) 
Heber 2,936 Charleston) 223 
Midway n3 


ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES — Agriculture, mining, tra 


JOPOGRAPHY — Outside of Heber 


Valley, the ¢ 
mountainous (Wasatch and Ulala ranges). 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND — Crented 1862, Ni 
Wasatch Mountains, Heber settled 1859, 
POINTS OF INTEREST AND ACTIVITIES — 
Wasatch Mountain State Park — 51 lenic drives, f 
camping 
Deer Creek ond Strawberry resory! 
Wasatch Stake Tabernacle, Heber City — distin 
historical structure 
Midway — swimming and recrea! ional resorts; 
celebration. 
Heber Valley — lovely pastoral region 
Wolf Creek — hunting, fishing, cdmping 
SOURCES FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ~ 
Chamber of Commerce, Hebe? 
Winta National Forest, Pre 


irs — excelle 


State Press Associane.. -t th 
l Hall, State Capitol, Salt Lake 


jun dept IZ, 1962 


e Old Tabernacle 


‘Heber Citizens Applaud 


| 


_ New City Culture Center 


' By Melba M. Ferguson 
Tribune. Staff Writer 

HEBER CITY—Residents 
here: are jubilant over their new 
“cultural center.” 

Actually, it isn’t new. 

It is the old Wasatch Stake 
Tabernacle—an_ ancient red 
sandstone building which has 
become a-landmark over the 
three-quarters of a century it 
has stood. : 


Fight Destruction 


When it was slated to be torn 
down and new stake center er- 
ected on the site, a small group 


of persistent citizens hegan to 
work toward its preservation. 

They formed a ‘Save the Ta- 
bernacle” committee and to- 
gether with the Utah State His- 
torical Society, the -Heber City 
Council and other interested 
Utahns succeeded in raising $60,- 
000 to purchase the pioneer edif- 
ice from the LDS Church, 


Little Theatre 


The new LDS stake center will 
be located at another site, 188 
W. 1st North. 


“We are going to use the old 

building, I think, as a ‘little the- |! 
ater’ and present different types |: 
of drama and musical entertain- 
ment, with both local and out- 
side talent,” said Mrs. Ruth 
Witt, who has long worked for 
the project. 
Expressing herself as “really 
thrilled” about the salvation of 
the building, which has a separ- 
ate “social hall,” she said that 
“one generation hasn’t the right|. 
to destroy. the art, culture and 
beauty left by a former genera- 
tion.” 


Different Matter 


“We owe it to future genera- 
tions to preserve some of these 
things that tied and past to the 
present and the future,” she 
said. * 

Remarking that new buildings 
nowadays “‘may bea little more 
up-to-date for present day use, ” 
Mrs. Witt said she felt that 
buildings such as the tabernacle 
should be kept “to remind us 
that to put up a building nowa- 
days, with the equipment and 
materials we have, is no great 
feat; but to build one when the 
pioneers came here was an en- 
tirely different matter.” 


Reminder of Past 


“They had only their hands 
and a few handmade tools,” she 
said, “but with these they chi- 
seled the stone from the moun- 
tains and hauled it to the building 
site by ox team. 

“This is why such a building 
should be preserved as a remin- 
der of their culture, craftsman- 
ship, courage, hard work and 
sensitive feeling for beauty.” 
Heber City Commissioner and 
Mrs. Guy S. McMcDonald, who |! 
also worked toward preserving 
the building, noted that the edif- 
ice not only will “provde a fine 
cultural center, but also a badly 
needed community park.” 


Arsenic and Lace 


Already, Don R. Barker, who 
was leader ofthe “Save the Ta- 
bernacle” group, and now heads 
the Wasatch Historical Society, 
said “it means much to people 
of this area to have the building 
remain and be used for the cul- 
tural events, plays, musical en- 
tertainments: and other things of 
that nature which are being 
‘planned.”” $ 
“A group already is rehears- | 
[ing to present ‘Arsenic and Old! 
Lace’,” he said. “And a local: 
musical: group will soon start 
rehearsing there. We are in the 
process of lining up some stage 
plays from the University of 
{Utah and Brigham Young Uni- 
versity, These will come as the 
season progresses and they be- 
come available to us.” è 
He said that for next sum- 
mer's program, short variety 
entertainments to interest tour- 
iists are being planned. 


Spring in the Step 
Floyd Garn Hatch of Salt 


Lake City, whose grandfather, 


Heber Taberna 


By JAN PADFIELD 
Deseret News Staff Writer 


HEBER CITY—Wasatch Stake 
Tabernacle will continue to 
dominate the landscape of He- 
ber Valley—with a new owner, 
the people of Heber City. 

Title of the tabernacle and 
surrounding grounds will be 
deeded by The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints to 
Heber City, with the restriction 
that activities and uses comply 
with Church standards, said 
Wilford W. Kirton Jr., attorney, 
general counsel for the Church. 


Money received by the Church 
for the tabernacle will be used 
toward purchase of a $60,000 site 


for a new combined ward-stake 
center. 

Part of the funds for the site 
were collected in a volunteer 
drive to save the 80-year-old 
landmark from demolition 
squads. 

It was proposed the Church 
lease the tabernacle and 
grounds to the city. But Mayor 
Raymond N. Jiacoletti said city 
council members did not favor 
that plan. 

The city will use the area as a 
municipal park. The building, to 
be maintained by the newly or- 
ganized Wasatch Historical So- 
ciety, will be a cultural center. 

Fund-raising plans are under 
way by the historical society to 
raise $14,000 in the next month 
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Mrs. Guy S. McMcDonald, whe 
also worked toward preservin, 
the building, noted that the edif 
ice not only will “provde a fine 
cultural center, but also a badi. 
needed community park.” ” 


Arsenic and Laco 


Already, Don R. ‘Bark ’ 

was leader of-the “Save the Te 
bernacle” group, and now heads 
the Wasatch Historical Society, 
said “it means much to people 
of this area to have the building 
remain and be used for the cul- 
tural events, Plays, musical en- 
tertainments.and other things of 
that nature which are being 
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;Planned.” 


“u 
_ “A group already is rehears- | 
Hng to present ‘Arsenic and Old) 

Lace’,” he said. “And a local: 
musical group will soon slart 
rehearsing there, We are in the 
; Process of lining up some stage 
{plays from the Universily of 
Utah and Brigham Young Uni- 
versity. These will come as the 
Season progresses and they be- 
come available to us,” 

He Said that for next sum-| 
mer's program, short variety 
entertainments to interest tour- 
ists are being planned, 


Spring in the Step 


Floyd Garn Hatch of S: 

r alt 
Lake City, whose grandfather, 
Abram Hatch, was Wasatch 
Stake president when the old ta- 
bernacle was built, also joined 
in the effort to Save it, 

He feels that it not only wi 
i i ly will 
ike great historical interest to 
ourists, but is well desi ned 
and admirably suited to R0 
modation of conventions and 
other group activities, 

“The social hall has one of 

: th 
finest dance floors in the uit 
try, he said. He explained that 
it is one of “only about three 
dance floors left in the state” 
which are entirely mounted on 
Springs. It also has a sta; 
kitchen facilities, he aid i 


Praises’ Citizens 


Dr. Everett L. Cooley, direc- 
tor of Utah State Historical So- 
ciety, who started the “Save the 
Tabernacle” -movement last 
year, lauded Heber City. çit- 
|!zens, and especially its mayor 
and city council, for their efforts 
in preserving the buildings. 

“I think it’s great this has 
ended the way it has—that the 
city has the tabernacle,” he, 
said. “The Wasatch Historical 
Society now will be responsible 
for its restoration, but they will 
need support—moral and finan- 
cialto carry it through.” 


Heber Tabernacle 


By JAN PADFIELD 
Deseret News Staff Writer 


HEBER CITY—Wasatch Stake 
Tabernacle will continue to 


dominate the landscape of He- d 
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It was proposed the Church 
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to help defray site acquisition 
and building restoration and 
maintenance costs, 
Dora Flack, Bountiful, will 
give a benefit performance in 
the building at 8:15 p.m. Friday, 
July 30, when she reviews Ro- 
dello Hunter’s new book, “A 
the tabernacle  and|House of Many Rooms, a novel 
about the Heber Valley. 
Directed by Kent Larsen, 
chairman of the tabernacle pro- 
gram committee, a local drama- 
tic group will present the play, 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace,” in the 
building in mid-August. 
Other cultural events, both 
professional and amateur, will 
be scheduled on a regular basis, 
said Don Barker, chairman of 
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